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East Butler Foundation Proudly Supports 
HAL & Recognizes Their Accomplishments
Words from Mrs. Jodi Chapek, HAL Sponsor

We had the most successful year by 
both teams going to State at the SAC 
Museum at Ashland in February.  
I think it started with the Summer 
Camp opportunities given by the East 
Butler Foundation’s support way back 
in August!  Students took three days 
to explore water and the way humans 
interact and use water. Students also 
got a few big programming concepts 
down before the school year even 
started.  With a foot in front as we 
started the season, TigerBots were quick 
to get a problem and solution. One 
team decided to explore grey water and 
use it to grow grass. They learned that 
the Ogalalla aquifer is declining at an 
unprecedented rate and that grass can 
consume a large amount of water.  They 
created a mock model of a system that 
could recycle water from showers and 
sinks to water lawns.  They did research 
on the cost benefit of such a system and 
learned that it would lower a residential 
water bill and conserve water within 
the aquifer, creating a win-win situation. 
The other team learned about Blue 
Green algae and its recreational impact 
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as well as its detrimental effects on our state water habitats. 
They created a completely new idea to use invasive species to 
fertilize our crops to reduce nitrogen and phosphorus in waters, 
which will then reduce Blue Green Algae.  Both teams came 
up with some very impressive ideas and learned about it in a 
scientific way by using professionals in the field, research, made 
their own experiments in the green house, and collaborated 
with some amazing professionals across the state.  

Students also went much further in their robot building and 
programming this year compared to years past.  Both teams 
had strong projects and that gave us more time to get to 
robots and programming.  I had a team use some very in-
depth programming skills that even involved creating their 
own blocks in coding.  They stumped a few judges at state, 
unbeknownst to the kids. I am completely looking forward to 
what our teams do in the future.  East Butler has some high-
achieving students, and they are truly showing their talents 
within the First Lego League arena.  Students are becoming 
more confident in public speaking, in sharing their knowledge, 
researching and asking questions of professionals within their 
fields of study, applying math and science concepts within 
their programming, and cooperating collaboratively with peers 
through First Lego League.  It really is a great thing for East 
Butler students, and I look forward to what next year brings!
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If you take the time to drive by the south end of our school 
building here in Brainard, you will notice some exciting 
progress taking place. We are in the midst of a construction 
project, which will add two classrooms to our facility. Though 
this expansion offers the opportunity to positively impact 
multiple programs from our elementary to our special 
education service, the primary motivation for this construction 
will be to increase the number of preschool students we can 
serve. Presently we serve 30 students in two daily sessions of 
15 with the preschool accommodations we have available. The 
new classroom will increase our enrollment capabilities to a 
total of 40 students. The rationale for doing so is threefold. 

First, as I stated before, these classrooms will create additional 
space which will better serve our students in our elementary 
and special education programs. Secondly, our preschool 
program under the direction of Mrs. Hermelbracht is an 
absolute jewel of a program. It is second to none in the benefit 
it offers to the student attending. Mrs. Hermelbracht does an 
exceptional job of setting our Tigers up for success from day 
one of the educational experience here at East Butler. Lastly, 
we routinely have students on the waiting list to attend our 
preschool program. I sure would like to have those students  
off of the waiting list and in our school. Enrollment is always  

Words from our 
Superintendent,  
MR. STECHER

a concern for small rural schools in Nebraska. It is my belief 
that that if we start a child as a Tiger as a 3 or 4 year old, they 
will stick around to be Tiger graduates at 17 and 18. 

I truly appreciate the leadership of our school board and 
support of our community in making this project a realization. 
Our most important resource will always be our students. This 
expansion will provide us the opportunity to invest in more of 
our students sooner. That’s good for those kids and it’s good for 
East Butler.

SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2020

The East Butler Alumni Association 
is planning on having the next 
Alumni Banquet on the Saturday of 
Memorial Day Weekend of 2020.  

Anyone interested in helping plan 
the event please contact LaVern 
Fortik at lfortik@hotmail.com or 
402-367-9346
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Kathy Bohac

The East Butler Foundation is honored to celebrate 
two very special people for this year’s “Spotlight 
on Alumni.” Mrs. Kathy Bohac and Mrs. Patti 
(Romshek) Meysenburg are both alumni of East 
Butler, and they are currently 5th and 6th grade 
teachers in Brainard and Dwight.

Kathy Bohac grew up on a farm by Ulysses, raised her three 
children on the farm, and still lives there today.  She attended 
East Butler elementary school in Dwight until 7th grade and 
then attended East Butler in Brainard until graduation.  

She attended college at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln 
and received her Bachelor’s of Elementary Education/Special 
Education degree in 1991.  She continued her education and 
completed her Master’s of Education in Special Education/ 
Behavioral Disorders in 1996, and a Master’s Degree in Middle 
School Math in 2009.

Kathy’s fondest memories of East Butler are the kickball games 
behind the old red brick school that stood south of what is 
now Rich’s Repair in Dwight.  She loved the Halloween Spook 
Houses upstairs and down in the “dungeon” of that school.  She 
recalls “Kangaroo Court” and campaigning and elections of 
class offices, Ping Pong Championships, and the monthly walk 
to Cy’s Cafe where Miss Chmelka would treat them to the 
rewards earned for Education and Physical education teams.  

In high school, Kathy was very active in sports, playing volleyball 
and basketball.  She fondly recalls the time with her classmates. 
She also really enjoyed band and choir and especially Swing Choir.  

Kathy says she was fortunate to be in a great class.  Until 
2008, her graduating class was the largest at East Butler.  She 
developed lasting friendships and some of her classmates are 
still her closest friends.  

East Butler had a profound impact on Kathy, and in fact, when 
it came time for her to begin her career she chose to teach at 
East Butler.  She has always loved kids, and she wanted to make 
a difference in their lives.  She enjoyed school and she enjoys it 

Spotlight on Alumni

when people are successful at something challenging, especially 
when they’ve had to “step up to the plate.”  East Butler was a 
natural fit for her, and her very own children attended East 
Butler.  She enjoys being in a rural school system and says,  

“I just didn’t have a desire to teach in a metro school.”  Kathy  
is the current 5th and 6th grade teacher in Brainard. 

Brainard 5th and 6th grade 
teacher, Kathy Bohac. 
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Patti Romshek
Patti, along with her brothers and sisters, grew up on a farm 
in Butler County where she still lives today.  They all attended 
East Butler.  She went to elementary school in Dwight, and 
attended Junior High and High School in Brainard.

After high school, Patti attended Kearney State College 
(presently known as UNK) and received her Bachelor’s degree 
in Physical Education with a coaching endorsement.  She 
then continued her education and received her elementary 
endorsement from the University of Nebraska in Lincoln.

Patti fondly recalls her elementary days in Dwight, where she 
attended school in the old brick high school that was located 
east of the town’s water tower.  While in Miss Chmelka’s room, 
she recalls using the upstairs classrooms for their “spook house” 
on Halloween.  The winners of the Ping Pong and Checkers 
competitions would win the giant Hershey’s candy bar.  She 
also remembers campaigning for class offices by creating 
posters and handing out campaign buttons.  Her high school 
days were busy.  She says, “Being in a small school district,  
I had the opportunity to be involved in a lot of extra-curricular 
activities: volleyball, basketball, track, band, choir, FFA, student 
council, and class plays.”  

Patti feels fortunate to have attended East Butler.  She was able 
to be involved in all of the activities.  Her classes helped her to 
be prepared for college, and she feels that she was given all the 
opportunities she could have wanted.  She enjoyed her time at 
East Butler and is very thankful that her own two children had 
the same opportunity to attend East Butler.  

One of the reasons Patti became a teacher was because of her 
active role in sports.  She enjoyed the friendships she made, 
and continues to value those friends today.  She established 
positive relationships with the teachers and they were a 
huge impact on her decision to become a teacher.  Her most 
important reason for becoming a teacher is how much she 

Dwight 5th and 6th grade 
teacher, Patti Romshek.
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enjoys helping children learn new things.  
She enjoys being with them, talking with 
them, and teaching them.  

Patti first taught at Creighton 
Community Schools.  She moved on to a 
Class I school in Bruno before coming to 
East Butler in Dwight.  Patti is currently 
the 5th and 6th grade teacher in Dwight.    

Kathy and Patti are instrumental in their 
implementation of “Ag-citement in the 
Classroom” program.  

During the summer of 2013, Patti and 
Kathy attended the Summer Soybean 
Science Institute (SSSI) at UNL. This 
turned out to be one of the most useful 
educational experiences of their career.  
Right away, they began planning their 

“Ag-citement in the Classroom” program.  
Now, five years later, neither of them 
could have imagined the impact it 
would have on their students, supporters, 
and community.

While attending the 2013 SSSI, Kathy 
and Patti were introduced to many 
agricultural literacy books.  These 
served as the foundation for the 
designing of each of the agricultural 
units:  Soil, Soybeans, Corn, Beef 
and Pork are year one.  Then, in year 
two, the additional units are: Dairy, 
Bees, Chickens, and Agricultural 
Conservation of Land, Water, and Air.  

To introduce each unit, the agricultural 
literacy book is read and integrated into 
agriculture lessons in their Language, 
Science, Social Studies, and Math 
curriculum.  Each unit also includes a 
guest speaker and/or a field trip where 
students are exposed to the importance 
of agriculture in the form of agricultural 
education, careers, food production, and 
local economic development.  In each 
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unit, students are involved in a food 
experience emphasizing that agriculture 
is what feeds the world.  Finally, a game 
or an activity is included to keep the 

“Ag-citement” in the units.  

Through the agricultural units, they 
take their classrooms into the rural 
community and bring the rural 
community into the classrooms. n their 
effort to help their students understand 
that there are 7 billion people on this 
earth and it is agriculture that feeds 
them, they invite local producers into 
their classroom and the classroom has 
also been invited into local producers’ 
operations. Their students experience, 
first hand, the many aspects of both 
large and small operations.  The 
common thread their students witness 
is the enthusiasm and pride the local 
producers show as they welcome the 
East Butler students into their diverse 

“fields” of agriculture.    

Not only have they created and run such 
a significant and meaningful program, 
but they have also been recognized for 
their efforts of “Ag-citement in  
the Classroom.”  In 2014, both were 
awarded the “Nebraska Teacher of 
the Year” which took them to the 
National Ag in the Classroom (NAITC) 
convention in Hershey, Pennsylvania.   
In 2016, they were both awarded  
a “White-Reindhart” Scholarship which 
took them to the NAITC convention 
in Litchfield, Arizona.  Presently, they 
have been awarded the CHS Scholarship 
and they will be attending the NAITC 
Convention in Portland, Maine. The 
East Butler Foundation has been  
a proud sponsor of the “Ag-citement 
in the Classroom” program.  We look 
forward to continuing our support for 
such an essential program.

Patti and Kathy would 
like to extend their 
thanks to the East 
Butler Foundation 
and all their support 
they have offered the  
Ag-Citement program 
throughout the years.
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Registration begins at 8:00 AM
Shotgun start at 9:00 AM

Call or text Tasha Eldridge  
at 402-954-0448  

to reserve your team now

Save the date
10th Annual Golf Scramble 

Saturday, August 18, 2018
David City Golf Course

ALUMNI VOLLEYBALL  
& BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS

Karla (Rezac) Wall, Jennifer (Bongers) Hilger, 
Janet (Rezac) Finley, Janice (Bongers) Benes, 
Melissa (Cidlik) DeWitt, Jill (Rezac) Paffrath

Front: Trev Semrad, Randy Semrad, Trey Semrad
Back: Tyson Buresh, Kyle Eller, Parker Mastny, Jason 
Schommer, Ron Semrad (Not pictured: Bryant Kelley)
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DATE: Sunday, August 26th, 2018
PLACE: Oak Creek Sporting Club, Brainard, NE 
COST: $75 Per Person includes a meal
• Registration starts at 12:30, shooting starts at 1:00
• Bring your own ATV/UTV or Rent a golf cart from Oak Creek
• Teams of 4 
• Pre-Registration is encouraged ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org 

or to Shannon Novotny at 402-641-0846. You may pay the day of the 
shoot

• Bring your own guns and shells
• Prizes determined by number of shooters 

East Butler Public Schools Foundation 

Sporting Clay 
SHOOT

Proceeds go directly to fund scholarships for 
East Butler Public Schools  graduating classes
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Dean R. Rolfsmeier 
Memorial Alumni 
Scholarship Recipients

Congratulations to the recipients 
of the Dean R. Rolfsmeier Alumni 
Scholarship. Each receipient 
received $375.92 to be used for 
school and/or housing expenses. 
To be eligible you must be an East 
Butler Alumni and enrolled in  
a higher institution. 

*Reminder- ALL EAST BUTLER 
ALUMNI pursuing further education 
are eligible for the Dean R. 
Rolfsmeier Alumni Scholarship.

Jared Zysset

Kassidy Florian

Skyler Robeson

Cassandra 

Krings

Mariah Aerts

Alissa Hummel

Catherine Benes

Nyla Witzel

Jarod Aerts

Birtany Timoney

Shelby Miller

Kaitlynn Zitek

Amber Cooper

Dylan TePoel

Carissa Novak

Lauren Rezac

Courtney Stara

Shane Rezac

Kailey Urban

Jordan Fuehrer

Natasha Fuehrer

Samantha Rezac

Mikala Putnam

Kelly Heiser

Devon Dvorak

Jade Prochaska

Kristin Johnson

Kelsi Havlovic

Samantha 

Bordovsky

Courtney Spatz

Drew Ratkovec

Kaytlin Johnson

Amber Karber

Austin Tejral

Carli Clark

Moriah Tiemann

Morgan Helman

Andrew Zysset 

Karissa Mullen

Payton Robley

Zebadiah Barta

Dawson Kouma

Taylor Martin

Kevin Sousek

Addie Brecka 

Colin Wade

HELP US FIND 
EAST BUTLER 
ALUMNI
At times we lose contact with 
graduates, who have moved or 
changed names over the years and 
have dropped off our mailing list. 
If you recognize someone on the 
list below, please provide us with 
their information to receive our 
newsletter.  

Layne Auman

Octavious Bartek

Ashley Bohac

Tony Buresh

Joe Cihal Jr.

Cody Florian

Keysha Forney

Marcella Mergl Froscheiser

Dinanna Bruner Kimnach

Nicole Lashley

Shannon Nieman

Jerry Novak

Lindsey Piitz

Stephani Polacek

Sally Janak Schmid

Dwayne Sousek

Renee Abbott Tewes

Also any East Butler Alumni not 
currently receiving a copy and 
wish to, please contact us at 
ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org 
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Interview Scholarship

Carter Stara – $250
Abby Pierce – $250
Ryley Spatz – $250

$50.00 to these recipients:
Mallory Krenk
Hallie Zitek
Taylor Jirovsky
Dalton Bohac
Trevor Havlovic
Jacob Janak
Brandon Rezac
Wilson Wright
Baily Sullivan

Wake Foundation

Hallie Zitek – $2,000

Mari Pesek Math & Science

Mallory Krenk – $1,000
Carter Stara, Alternate

Arthur & Virginia Hoffbauer 

Memorial

Carter Stara – $1,000
Dalton Bohac, Alternate

Gerald & Phyllis Swanda– 

East Butler Foundation

Abby Pierce – $1,000

Career Start–East Butler 

Foundation

Wilson Wright- $1,000
Abby Pierce, Alternate

Fortik Technical–East Butler 

Foundation

Abby Pierce – $1,000

Foundation Scholarship

Trevor Havlovic – $250
Anna Rigatuso – $250
Mallory Krenk, Alternate
Dalton Bohac, Alternate 2

Foundation Brick Scholarship

Jacob Janak – $250
Dalton Bohac – $250
Cheyenne Bentley, Alternate
Wilson Wright, Alternate 2

Foundation Golf Scramble 

Scholarship 

Hallie Zitek – $500.00

First Nebraska Bank

Dalton Bohac – $300
Kristine Tejral, Alternate

Pekarek Ag- East Butler 

Foundation

Ryley Spatz – $500
Carter Stara, Alternate

It’s A Good Time To Be A Tiger 

$150.00

Carter Stara
Jacob Janak
Mallory Krenk
Trevor Havlovic
Abby Pierce
Dalton Bohac
Hallie Zitek
Anna Rigatuso
Cheyenne Bentley
Kristine Tejral
Ryley Spatz
Taylor Jirovsky
Brandon Rezac

Dean R. Rolfsmeier (Senior)

$17,292.56 Total Awarded

Jacob Janak
Dalton Bohac
Abby Pierce
Mallory Krenk
Anna Rigatuso
Hallie Zitek
Ryley Spatz
Taylor Jirovsky
Trevor Havlovic
Brandon Rezac
Kristine Tejral
Carter Stara
Wilson Wright
Baily Sullivan
Cheyenne Bentley

Congratulations to the 2018 Foundation 
Scholarship Recipients



Please welcome our newest board 
member, Paige Glasshoff.  Paige is no 
stranger to the East Butler Foundation, 
as she once served as the administrative 
assistant. However, she now joins us as  
a member of 
the board.

The Foundation said goodbye to a familiar 
face. We would like to thank Darell Aerts 
for his years of service on the board. 

HELPING OUR STUDENTS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
FIRESPRING

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

facebook.com/ebfoundation

P.O. Box 54
Brainard, NE 68626
(402) 545-2081 
ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org

Board Members

Shannon Novotny, President
Paige Glasshoff, Vice President
Connie Johnson, Treasurer
Sam Stecher, Superintendent
Joni Ringdahl, Recording Secretary
Jan Bostelman, Member
Tasha Eldridge, Administrative Assistant

WelcomeSaying Goodbye


